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PERFORMANCE  ON  42nd 
presents 

Elliott  Sharp  and  Orchestra  Carbon 

performing  the  world  premiere  of 

Radiolaria 

Radiolaria  is  an  algorithmic  composition  modeled  on  biological 
paradigms  of  growth  and  reproduction.  Among  other  operations 
within  the  score,  the  musicians  may  imitate  and  transform  each  others' 
parts  in  a  way  analogous  to  the  replication  process  of  many  organisms 
such  as  radiolaria,  a  kind  of  marine,  single-celled  protozoa.  The 
score  combines  musical  notation  with  written  instructions  that 
guide  the  performers'  interactions  in  order  to  generate  both  musical 
structures  and  acoustic  phenomena  such  as  "difference  tones." 
These  effects  are  enhanced  by  the  live  computer  processing  of  the 
ensemble's  aggregate  sound.  Through  this  process,  overtones  and 
subharmonics  are  extracted  and  then  fed  back  into  the  mix. 

-  Elliott  Sharp 


Radiolaria  was  commissioned  by  the  Commissioning  Music/USA  program  of 
Meet  The  Composer. 

This  concert  is  offered  in  conjunction  with  the  exhibitions  "Fred  Tomaselli: 
Gravity's  Rainbow"  and  "Lee  Boroson:  Underpass,"  currently  on  view  at  the 
Whitney  Museum  of  American  Art  at  Philip  Morris. 

Program  is  subject  to  change.  No  unauthorized  photography,  audio,  or  video- 
taping of  the  performance  is  permitted. 


PERFORMERS 


ELLIOTT  SHARP  (composer/multi-instrumentalist/producer)  leads  the  groups 
Orchestra  Carbon,  Tectonics,  and  Terraplane.  He  has  composed  algorithmic  music  for 
over  twenty-five  years  and  has  also  been  active  as  an  improviser.  His  compositions 
have  been  performed  by  the  Symphony  of  the  Hessischer  Rundfunk,  the  Ensemble 
Modern,  Continuum,  the  Orchestra  of  the  SEM  Ensemble,  Kronos  Quartet,  Zeitkratzer, 
the  Soldier  String  Quartet,  and  the  Quintet  of  the  Americas.  His  collaborators  have 
included  Qawwali  singer  Nusrat  Fateh  Ali  Khan,  cello  innovator  Frances-Marie  Uitti, 
blues  legend  Hubert  Sumlin,  turntable  artists  Christian  Marclay  and  DJ  Soulslinger, 
and  Bachir  Attar,  leader  of  the  Master  Musicians  of  Jahjouka.  Sharp  composed  music 
and  sound  design  for  computer  artist  Perry  Hoberman's  virtual  3-D  installation 
Timetable,  which  won  the  Grand  Prize  at  the  1999  NTT  Intermedia  Communication 
Center  biennial  in  Tokyo.  He  formed  zOaR  Records  in  1978  to  release  his  own  and 
other  extreme  musics  and  produced  the  critically-acclaimed  compilations  Stare  of  the 
Union  and  Peripheral  Vision.  Sharp's  latest  CD  releases  include  SyndaKit  (zOaR)  with 
Orchestra  Carbon  and  Tectonics:  Errata. 

LUKE  DUBOIS  (MSP  programming)  teaches  electronic  and  computer  music  at 
Columbia  University  and  performs  with  The  Freight  Elevator  Quartet. 

CURTIS  FOWLKES  (trombone)  is  a  member  of  the  Jazz  Passengers  and  has  performed 
and  recorded  with  Bill  Frisell  and  the  Lounge  Lizards. 

SAM  FURNACE  (saxophones)  has  performed  with  Julius  Hemphill,  Mongo 
Santamaria,  Fred  Ho,  and  McCoy  Tyner,  and  is  a  member  of  Terraplane. 

JULIE  KALU  (trombone)  has  performed  with  the  Mingus  Big  Band,  Manhattan  Jazz 
Orchestra,  the  Glenn  Miller  Orchestra,  and  the  New  England  Symphonic  ensemble. 

FRANK  LONDON  (trumpet)  leads  the  Klezmatics  and  Hasidic  New  Wave  and  composes 
extensively  for  film  and  dance. 

ZEENA  PARKINS  (sampler)  is  a  composer,  harpist,  and  pianist  who  also  leads  the 
Gangster  Band.  She  has  composed  extensively  for  dance  and  theater.  Pan-Acousticon 
(Tzadik)  is  her  latest  CD. 

NED  ROTHENBERG  (saxophones)  is  a  composer  who  leads  the  groups  Sync,  Double 
Band,  and  Power  Lines  and  is  a  frequent  collaborator  with  artists  such  as  Sainkho 
Namchylak  and  Paul  Dresher. 

ERIC  SHANFIELD  (trumpet)  is  a  composer  living  in  New  York  City. 

TIM  SMITH  (bass  clarinet)  has  performed  and  recorded  with  Speculum  Musicae,  the 
Prism  Chamber  Orchestra,  and  the  Paul  Taylor  Dance  Company  and  is  a  soloist  with 
the  Fairfield  Chamber  Orchestra. 

EVAN  SPRITZER  (clarinet)  performs  with  many  New  York  new  music  ensembles 
including  Cygnus,  New  Millennium,  Modern  Works!,  and  the  Bang  on  a  Can  All  Stars. 
His  own  group,  the  Eberli  Ensemble,  has  just  released  its  first  recording,  four  works 
by  Pulitzer  Prize-winning  composer  Aaron  Jay  Kernis. 

DAVID  WEINSTEIN  (sampler)  is  a  composer,  keyboardist,  and  installation  artist  who 
uses  computers,  electronic  instruments,  and  digital  recording  technology.  Perfume 
(Avant)  is  his  most  recent  CD. 


Whitney  Museum  of  American  Art 
at  Philip  Morris 

120  Park  Avenue  at  42nd  Street 
New  York,  NY  10017 
(917)  663-2453 

PERFORMANCE  ON  42nd  is  a  program  of  the  Whitney  Museum  of 
American  Art  at  Philip  Morris,  offering  free  music,  dance,  and  theater 
performances  to  the  public. 


UPCOMING:  From  April  12  to  June  7,  2000,  PERFORMANCE  ON  42nd 

will  present  By  Any  Means  Necessary:  New  Experiments  in  Interdisciplinary 
Performance,  a  series  of  events  featuring  Muna  Tseng  Dance  Projects 
(April  12),  Zero  Boy  (May  10),  Dean  Moss  (May  24),  and  Elevator 
Repair  Service  (June  7). 
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